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irections for Using the Book. 


The letters of the Sanskrit alphabet are learnt 
soonest and most easily when written out repeatedly. 
The learner is generally made to utter, slowly and 
as often as possii)le, the sound of every letter that 
he is writing. Learnt in this way, the letters and 
their sounds become fixed in the memory and the 
art of reading correctly any printed book or manu- 
script may be mastered. 

2. To a beginner, the conjunct consonants 
present some difficulty. Their composition and 
the peculiar characters employed to denote them 
are shown thoroughly and cover a good deal of 
space. 

3. The exercises are graduated and when 
written to dictation will prepare the way for read* 
ing the stotras or prayers in the latter part of the 
l)ook. 

4. The stotras are to be copied out till they 
are got by heart ; then they are to be recited to 
facilitate ready and rapid pronunciation. I send 
out this book in the hope that it will minimise the 
difficulties commonly experienced by children in 
earning to read Sanskrit books. 


24t S. VENKATAKAMA 
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SASTRI. 



Preface to the Second Edition. 


The second edition ot Akshara-siksha will be 
found to be a great improvement upon the first. 
The exercises are so graduated that the learner can 
pass by easy stages, from the beginning to the end 
of the book in about three months. 

The fifteen lessons at the end afford good 
reading matter and are on subjects that readily 
appeal to the minds of the children. 

In the initial stage, repeated writing must be 
insisted on, as the easiest and the best means of 
fixing the characters on the memory and making 
rapid acquisitions. 

The transition from simple to conjunct conso- 
nants has been facilitated by the insertion of a read- 
ing and writing exercise of aV)cut one hundred 
sentences forming a new feature of the second 
edition. 

The great demand for the book testifies to 
growing appreciation in elementary schools, 

find February 1910. S. VENKATAEAMA 

Mysore. HASTEI. 
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